Hi Jean, 


There is no way that I could ever express the overwhelming joy I felt when I opened 
your packette this morning!! —_I didnt mean to put you to so much trouble but I want you 
to know that it is sincerely appreciated!! _ I also received the books this morning. _ I think 
they are some of the best reference material that I have seen on this area. I intend to 
purchase all of your volumes and donate them to our local library at Purvis. (AFTER I've 
gleaned every single piece of material from them that I may need!!) 

You were right on target with the Gardner"s!!__ I noticed that Mose(s) Gardner (Jr.) 
was married twice. First to a Jane Hinson in Greene County, second to a Mollie Taylor 
in Copiah County. Do you think that it is possible that he may have been married a 
THIRD time? _A friend found a record of a marriage between Moses and a Henrietta 
Bolton in Clarke County in 1885 and I notice that you have also made a note of it. I 
know from my uncles birth certifcate that my grandfather, Fred, was born in Clarke Co. in 
1892 to Moses and Molly. remember as a child, overhearing my grandmother 
(paternal, the only grandparent still living when I was born) telling her sister that one of 
Moses "indian" sons from Leaksville, had come to vist her the day before. She would 
not talk to any of us grandchildren about the Gardner side at all and literally hated my 
gerandmother, Mollie. | She did however make each of us learn by rote the Boone 
family. (Her side!!) At the time I always thought it was punishment but now I'm glad 
she was so strict. (My father once said he thought it was punishment too until she started 
using a hickory stick!) 

On the Purvis's side, a friend brought by a copy of the 1860 Smith County census with 
a listing for a T.J. Purvis (I belive that is correct although I'm not too good at deciphering - 
old style handwriting yet). | Under this listing was a Newton age 6, which would have i 
been probably correct for Issac Newton Purvis at that time. Since this is the only LN. 
Purvis he could find in the state of Mississippi or Alabama at that time, I assume that this 
must be my ggrandfather. Problem, on his death certifcate his father/mother is listed as 
"Jim" Purvis born in Miss. to a Mary Parker born in Lousiana. On the census, the wife 
is listed asaEmily __ from N.C.!_—_ Could this have been an error or could my 
grandfather (Will Purvis) his son have made a mistake? 

Thank you very much for including the names and addresses of people interested in 
this group of people! My physical inability to research for myself over the past few years 
have been frustrating. I would not have made it if it were noi for the kindness of 
professionals like yourself and the few meager contacts I have made and become good 
friends with, | Thankfully, I have made a great deal of progress in the past few months 
with the help of physical therapist (Torture Maidens!!) and some surgery. I can walk 
some now and am leaving the house for a couple of hours everyday. My main problem is 
transportation. __I've relied on my son to carry me where I needed to go since he got his 
license but now that he is getting married I have to learn to drive all over again. 

Hopefully I'll be able to mect you in person in a few months and use your library 
resources!! 

1am very interested in the Gardner problem and if you can suggest anything I might do 
I would be very grateful. | Again, thank you so much for all that you did! —_It is truly 


appreciated. I am enclosing my charts that are up to date and a copy of the Smith Co. 
census. Ihave not received PAF yet and am still using Family Tree by Softdisk so I 
apoligize for the poor quality. I'm also including copies of death certificates on my 
grandparents and gerandparents where available. Please feel free to use this information 
any way you'd like if you think it might help. Sincerely, : 


your friend, 


(Re 


JOHN F. GARDNER SR. 
336 S. MILLCREEK RD. 
PURVIS, MS. 39475 


PHONE: 254-9316 


THE GARDNERS 
176821968 
BY 
MARI GARDNER SMITH (MRS. Le Me. ) 


CRYSTAL SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI 39059 


Having done research on the Gardners of South Carolina and Miss. for 
fifteen years or more, I have found that Polly Gardner, be 1768, Widow of, 
possibly, William Gardner of the Old Cheraws dist. of S. C. Came to Miss. 
around 1820 or 21 with her four sons; William 6. b. 17923 Stephen be 1798; 
Aaron be oa 1800; German Howard be 1807#8 and a daughter, Sarah. I was told 


that Polly was a Crosby before marriage. (Polly is a nickname for Mary.) 


William Ce Gardner married “ary Elizabeth Berry, Stephen married Sarah 
Miles, Aaron Married Elizabeth MoNease, German Howard married Hnily (Milly) 


Walker. Sarah married a Scarborough. 


William C. and Mary E. Gardner settled near Bassfield, Misse and raised a 
large family. Stephen and Sarah Gardner oame to Simpson Coe around 1837 and 
settled below 4ageso, Misse They had no children. Stephen willed his property 
to hks nephew, Wilk Gardner. Aaron and dlizabeth Gardner were in Marion Coe 
Misse until 1842 when they removed their letters from the Churche They went, 

possibly, to Fla. or Ark. “hey had four children at that time. (Aaron paid taxes 
in Miss. until they removed their letters from the Ghurck. There is no record of 
his having paid gny more taxes in Miss. after 1842e) German Howard and Milly 
Gardner bought land in Lawrence Ceunty from John Berry in 184 and sold it to 

R. T. Berry in 1847, when they moved over the line into Simpson Co. Milly&s 
father, Reve Francis Walker, died in 1846 and when the estate was settled I assume 
Milly claimed her inheritance as that is about the time they moved near his home. 
They are buried on the Old Franois Walker place in a family cemetery. Stephen 
and wife are buried on his old home place, near the Walker place. I have not been 


able to find a trace of Sarah after she removed her letter from the Church in 1839 


German Howard and Milly raised a large family. Their Daughter, #ary Ann, 


married her first cousin, Wilkin W. Gardner, son of William Ce and “ary &. Gardner. 


I belisva the Williem Gardner on the 1800 Federal Census of Darlington Co., 
S.C. is our a the husband of Polly. He and Joshua are the oaly @ardners 
that had three sons under ten at that time, on that census record. I was able to 
seoure the estate papers of Joshua and eliminate those sonse I, also, believe that 
the John, Aaron, Stephen, and Joshua Gardner on this 1800 Casus Record were brothers 
of William and uncles of our William, Stephen, Aaron and German Howard and Sarahe 
H owever, I have not been able to find any records to conférm this, nor have I been 


able to find them on a later record. 


Since writing the above I have had the 1850 Census Record of Ark. and Texas 
cheoked for Aaron and Elizabeth, but did not find them. They could have gone to Fla. 
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